
We build monuments to honor the people we most admire. Monuments are built in all forms, shapes, and dimensions, but 

mostly we think of them as big and grand. One of the biggest and the grandest is Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills region 

of South Dakota. Between 1927 and 1941, colossal 60-foot images of four United States presidents were carved into the 

face of Mount Rushmore  to commemorate the first 150 years of American history. George Washington, Thomas 

Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln were selected to be honored. However, before their images 

were carved into the mountain, the vision of Mount Rushmore was etched into the creators’ minds. 
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